


A View From The Trenches...

A large part of this edition of "COLLECTOR" is focused on a
part of the world that rarely seems to enjoy peace.. The Middle
East. From time immemorial much blood has been spilt on the
desert sands of this turbulent region...

Our first visit back in time though
ile and one of the birthplaces of ¢

eturns to “Ancient Fgypt“-the Land of The
n. Even here we are reminded that
violence was never that far away. pt and its Pharaohs bath built and extended
their rule over surrounding countries by fire and mnqum Within Egypt itself
treachery and rebellion were far from unknown and a constant
threat to the rulers of the pyramids

Many centurios later, during the Second Warld War, Egypt
and the surround i
in a mighty struggle between the Axis Forces (the Germans and
Ttalians) and the Allies (the British and #%
Americans) for control of that area and
its vital oil supplies. K&C s
latest Afrika Korps and 8th
Army releases continue that
dramatic story.

From North Africa we
journey across the Atlantic to
North America in 176" ta refight
the “Revolutionary War®... Redcoats
and Rebels take up their muskets
and prepare to do battle among the
woods and forests of colonial
America.

Next stop is oceupied Europe in the days
and weeks before the huge Normandy invasion of Ju
this time, a little bit loss on "action” e
German sets. Motorcycles... trucks... and even staff cars provide plenty of extra
mability for collectors of this one of our most popular ranges

ally s back to Hong Kong and a peacful
stroll down those "Old St of ours with the
newest group of figures in this long runni

And that is just about that... I hope you like
what you sec-if you do, tell your friends and fellow

rs. 1f you don't tell me!
Happy Collecting! King & Comniry

The desert twas hot .. dusty aad... very dry.
Here tuo Afrika Korps soldiers use sand 1o
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comfortable as the one

the d ed while
still living.

In set AE025 “The

g of the Month

ony” a group of

Gand a pricstess)

Suciety in the

Land of the Pharaohs
was strictly regimented:
at the apex was
the ruler and his
immediate  family.
Then came those of
noble birth. . . the
aristocracy. Following them > - - sther, using a speciz
e "z adminis?mors Opening the Mouth Ceresony ;‘n“:::m»:;m.“~::‘¢|demu<ﬁ1\-‘lx‘:
and the priesthood - whose g \ stab
duties often overlapped. . = spenk and eat in the after
The middle - class comprising Then he would touch the
merchants. . . landowners and eyes to allow the Mummy
and bigger farmers occupied S
an important place in this would move to the nose thus
social hierarchy. They in allowing the Mummy to
tum were followed by the breathe and smell

vast majority of ordinary By restoring all of the
Egyptian people who were senses the body was ~
moatly peassnfamers.: R e ==
fishermen, humble R
craftsmen and simple ces... AE030 "Master of
traders.

Oper

pries
are “attending” upon a
recently completed
Mummy. While the case
of the Mummy was held
by one priest

e's mouth "to all

Bciuu all of them was a
huge “under class” of slaves who
performed everything from the most

wedding. Many of these
Slave sellers need slave buyers to  “urgamizers” were also priests and
common of tasks and duties (albeit keavy  prosper and here with A e have  experts on all kinds of ancient
nsivel to the most complex  such a man. Perhaps he is a wealthy Egyptian ritual

merchant or member of
court? Who can

These “mnfortunates ?
be treated as a human commodity to be

bought, sold and worked to death or 4
valued as an important and vital part of %

who o add to his
houschold.

Slave Merchants
often used other
slaves to protect their
“asseis” and make sure
they never tried to
flee or incite others
to. AE028 Thie Nubian
Slave Guard

such indis

portrays one
such individual. Proud &
and powerful this black

&1
bordering on the Sudan is 15
e ] well armed with a sword
Slavery “l‘ i\nrc\l‘nl ;I?\:\ shiekdnnel Lance, Eetter treated
ryday fact of fe. 2 prppg and with much improved

women and children conditions (compared to his
were bought and sold in the e e ol

slave markets of upper and S et
lower Egypt on a daily basis. i Tl

aster” would
al Drunsmer

Following the
almost always be Cerentos
AED31... music and percussion had an

important role to play in most ev
RED3D .. P

warrior from  Eg
southern province

househal averseen by the “Master of Ceren

royal thron
new relea

Our new set AE026 protected... looked g meets
depicts a slave master with i e fabled
three of his newest “charges™ Nile” and  twi

disciplined
Ancient

Egyplians were not

just fascinated by

two adults and a young boy.
Egyptian vers”  threw
their nets far and wide to

lovers... Julius
and Mark Anthony.
this little vignette Caesar

bring “fres * for the slave. death they were Semmees =% is presenting the Queen
markets of Cairo, Alexandria obsessed with it! And with royal gifts of precious
and many other towns and they wanted to ensure an snes and expensive oils while
cities up and down the afterlife as pleasant and as R g




Armed Fdrces overran
k, Norway, Luxembourg,
fum and

of se countries were left
stunned, humiliated and frightened by
the hordes of field gray soldiers that

descended upon them.

At first the occupiers behaved with
almost scrupulous politeness. Before
long however, with the arrival of the
Gestapo and other security police, the
true face of
and party apparatus be
clear...

chine
me all too

e German w

Between April and June 1940, the

France. The

F or four long years most of Western Europe was under the
heel of the Nazi jackboot.
everywhere... watching... wail

the German presence was
.. and threatenin,

Simultaneously  th
began to divert and exploit the resources
of each oce d country for the benefit
of their ¢

roadblocks.... house- to- he
mass reprisals.. . arbitrary
arrest and in a hundred other ways the
Nazi rulers made their brutal presence

and force felt

HALT! IDENTITY PAPER

¢ Feldgendary v
Military Police. Although the primary
of these Military

dutics...
checking vehi
pedestrians... as well as providin
k up for the Gestapo or SD
fherh st when

security
roadblocks..

they

rests
WS5087 “HALT!" Shows a pair of
Feldgendarmes  with  their BMW
motorcycle combination halting traffic




ready for an inspection
WS088 "Road Black”
Another two Feldgendarmes*
dismounted from their
camouflaged m/c combination
preparing to check some

“Atlantic Wall*.

Here, Speer is talking
with one of his "OT"
foremen. Accompanying him
is a German General.

single figures and a great -
looking ~ motor  eycle
combination - fhal is not
Military Police!

by their fe
cause of the metal

melimes  wore

ptiBlies o WS093 “German Officer

ile on

s Salut A standing figure
duty. o 4 A in full fighting order deliver
WS089  “Feldgendarme Aol e~ - aditional military salu
Dispatch Rider” Apart from their typical late war 3- colour camouflage... WS094 “Guard Duty”. Wearing his
normal police and security duties they has mo wheels.. 3 long greatcoat this “soldaten” with

were often detachable rear cover

shouldered rifle stares straight ahead.

ALBERT SPEER

e
and driving figure!

Apart from larger
ks and lorries the
mans also appropriated

a wide range of civilian
motor cars.

IRON HEEL...
IRON HEART

Arrest!” An unfortunate
civilian has been taken
into  custody.. he
maybe a total innocent or a

employed as ¥
member of the resistance, Who knows?

dispatch riders to both pick up and
deliver important papers. This particular
figure is mounted on a single BMW
machine.

TRANSPORT WOES.

Wsoag
“Dispatch Riger

Out of the classic French Citroen
“Traction” car he is taken by two SD
men. Another SD man is behind the
wheel inside the car.
WSO Tour of
Another one of the Citroen
Staff Cars- this time a camouflaged
Wehrmaciit version. This one comes with
Throughout a seated driver again plus three
the Germans were chronically a figures... one of them a w
undersupplied with motorized transport
- almost 70% of all German military
vehicles were horse- drawn.
they made extensive use
captured enemy vehicles there
were relatively few German- made
trucks and cars available to them.
Among the four wheeled
trucks and lorries they did
produce for themselves the most
famous was the “Opel Blifz". This
on truck saw wide service on
all fronts where the German Army
was fighting. Our model is in

EThiY ORLD IN MINI,‘\."I‘UREl
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italian Ambitions in North Africa

To "Il Duce”

Over the Bri

Mussolini's army had a ten-to-one numerical superiority. The road

to Cairo appeared wide open

Benito Musso
commander in Libya, Marshall Graziani
were crystal clear capture of Equpt

ual Coup de grace for England.
ly the conquest of that rich country
will be a great reward for which the
nation is waiting. That you can aclrieve it, |
have no doubts.”
ziani however, was not
confident.. Of course he had over
300,000 Italian soldiers in North East
Libya facing just 30,000 British and
Empire Troops in Egypt. He also had
almost 2,000 artillery pieces... more than
300 tanks and over 150 front-line combat
aircraft.

The British meanwhile, after the
Fall of France were short of virtually
everything-guns... tanks... vehicles... and
even ammunition.

On paper Graziani's advantages
should have emboldened him.
the Italians their military leader in
was an over-cautious general who ne

took

An ltalian armoured car patrol
make their way acrass the perched
desert sanuds of Equpt... Octotd 1940

The Marshall's preferred plan of
to take no action until his

y invaded Britain.

The British meanwhile had their
own plans... During May and June 194)
they began making raids and sorties
I i the Italian lines in Libya using

sh,

the summer of 1940, Egypt seemed like a ripe
plum ready to drop into Italian hands.

both motorized infantry and light
armoured forces.
These attacks convinced many

ltalian soldiers that although their
opponents might be few in numbers
their equipment and weapons were

MUSSOLINI'S IMPATIENCE

By September 1940 the war council
in Rome led by Mussolini would wait no
lon, Graziani was ordered to
commence his assault immediately. At
first the attack appeared disarmingly
casy... Six ltalian divisions, liberally
supported by artillery, tanks and aircraft
swept eastwards across the
frontier. The British fell bac
September 17, the Italians having
advanced 95 kilometers in four da
simply stopped and sat down in the
desert. They then began to construct a
chain of forts in the
; Barrani on the coast to about
80 kilometers inland,

The marshall's intention was to
improve his supply lines, until the cool
of the Egyptian winter allowed him to
advance further.

sand. These ran




The British meanwhile (under
Generals O'Comnor and Wavell) had
other plans...

THE BRITISH
COUNTER-BLOW

By mid September 1940, the first
resupply and reinforcements began to
reach the great Egyptian port of
Alexandria from beleaguered Britain.
Even though the aerial Battle of Britain
was still raging in the skies over
southemn England the British had,
somehow, managed to send vital
supplies of men and materiel out to
Egypt. 154 badly- needed tanks... 45
anti tank guns.. 50 of the latest 25-
pounder field guns... and even 20
Bafors anti-aircraft guns and the men
to man them.

The field commander of the
British counter attack was Major
General Richart O Cannor of the Western
Desert Force. He immediately sent out
‘scouting patrols” far into the desert to
observe and report on the Italian
positions and what they were up to.

He soon discovered that
although the line of ltalian positions §
were well- protected by mines and
earthen defenses there were gaping,
unprotected holes between each of
these “fortresses”. In one case the gap

q

DESERT DISCOURSE Genwrals O'Connor (lef) and Wavell
discuss tactics near Bardia. Richard O'Conror (1889-1381)

was a scholarty man whase imagination produced highly
unconventional plans. He led his men rom the frant,

keeping his tactical headquarters near te frent i, and
often reconnoftred behind enemy lines. He was captured by

the Germans on che Such inp in April 1941, but escaped

when laly capitulated in 1943 and foughtin Normandy He

used to wear an ltalian medal won in 1918

FUR WORLD IN MINIATU

and Mussolini's dream of a new
Roman Empire in North Africa lay in
shattered ruins.

British and Empire casualties were
less than 2,000 killed and wounded

The British had a plan to capture
and conquer the rest of Libya but fate
(in the form of Churchill in London)
intervened. In October 1940 the
Germans and Italians had attacked
a. The Prime
o immediately
send help to Greece. This meant
reducing the Western Desert Force to a
bare minimum and leaving it unable
to undertake any further
offensive actions in Libya

Simultaneously and
nknown to the British
@ new Genman General
was dispatched to

‘was some 25 kilometers wide.

In a bold move O'Connor sent hi
4t Indian Divicion supported by
Matilda tanks through this particular
gap to assault the Italians from the rear.
At the same time he sent the 7tk
Armoured Division along the coastal road
to block any Italian retreat in that
direction. A number of direct and
indirect attacks on several of the Ital
“strongpoinis” threw Mussolini
into a wild panic. Assaulted from
different directions the Italian force
began to crumble.. Almest 40,000 of
their men were captured including four
generals.

What O'Connor originally intended
as a series of large raids quickly
developed into a massive retreat and
rout of the Italian forces.

By late December 1940 §1{x]]
the Western Desert Force §2NVINYINE)

was strengthened by the
the

arrival  of oth
Australian Division and
the advance continued
into Libya itseli. In
January 1941 the port city
of Tobruk fell and then
Benghazi further along
the coast.

O'Connor now
pushed some of his forces
deep into the desert to
attack and cut off the
retreating  Ttalians  at
another coastal port.. Beda
Fomm. Time and time

again the Italian forces tried to beat thei:
way through the British lines to make
their escape. And time and time again
they were beaten off with huge losses.

Eventually most just gave up and
surrendered. The British and Empire
forces continued to push along the main
coastal road until, finally, they halted at
El Agleila half way along the Libyan
Coast..

In two short months the Western
Desert Force under the field command of
Richard O'Connor and the overall
command of Gerneral Wavell in Caire
had utterly destroyed the Italian Army
in Libya. 20,000 Italians had been killed.
another 130,000 captured... hundreds of
tanks destroyed... over 800 guns taken.

00ps to help
bolster and support the
defeated and dejected
Ttalians
The General's name
was Ercin Rommel and
the first elements he
landed with were destined
to become the famous
Deutsche Afrika Korp:




AKO33
VFArah Camel
Corps on Guard

DESERT AXIS

AS MANY K&C collectors know
our series of figures and fighting
vehicles depicting the war in North
Africa between the years 1940-43 has
been growing steadily in size as well as
popularity over the last few years.

In 2006 we introduced a whole
new batch of German Afrika Korps as
well as more of their British 8th Army
opponents. Now we're adding another
batch of dramatic and exciting sets to
the series that bath broaden and deepen
collectors' knowledge of this major
WW2 campaign and its combatants,

PANZER ATTACK!

First of the new releases is AK030

German Panzer 11 light tank. This is a

evised and updated version of an
=y earlier K&C model now wearing

WP allsand desert camouflage and

B+

= in the markings of

7

commander there are no less than three
elite Italian Black Shirt infantry in all-
action poses that accompany the set.
VICHY FRENCH SHIPS
‘OF THE DESERT
E ) e and

Italians we have 4 individual Vichy
French Camel Corps figu
1s!

of the world. At
the time because ___~

Vichy France was Iﬁ

O NI Servuens | Ficee
famous desert warriors posed a real
threat to Allied Forces. Our mini range
comprises a dismounted

. complete
with camel
These mounted units acted as
forward scouts and long-
r1ng,|.d|:-t.rlp;;tmlb\!p‘.mlmg_ N
some of the least \
ble areas

French Officer with compass (AK034)..
a mounted French Sergeant (AK031) and
two different Bedouin camel troopers
(AK032 and 33).
All four of them make for a
f especially with
sert Well (SPO28).
MOTORISED TRANSPORT

For a more up-to-date mode of
desert transport collectors can seek out

; 7NN
-

#

our very latest motor
Afrika Korps De
This dramati

e combo... The
ert Combo (AKO035)
set portrays two German
s in action. In this case

out a target
artner. Finally,
“Opel

Blitz Truck
German 4 wheeled truck of W
in Afrika Korps paint scheme and
‘markings. This new model boasts a
fully detailed cab interior with
seated driver included. In addition

he vehicle's rear canvass covering
can be removed allowing
collectors to place seated or
standing i well as

2.

EAD16
Desert Vickers
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E WAR between Britain and
her American Colonies began in
earnest on the night of April 18,
1775 when British redcoats marched
on the town of Concord, Mass. to
search for colonial military supplies
and weapons.

The next day local miliiamen fired
on the advancing British who in turn
returned fire and the real Revolution
began...

It was to be a long and bloody
struggle that could almost be called

£ BROSB

Even the fighting
of the War differed
considerably from the
usual pattern of European

still fought in the reco
manner but many more skirmishes and

Warfare then being fought elsewhere.
Large pitched battles and sieges were
d European

ambushes tock place up and down the
length and breadth of the American

War in the New World...

Colonies.
This kind of “guerrilla®

warfare
was much better suited to the skills and
resources of the Rebel forces. At the
same time it was a continuing drain

on manpower and a source of great

frustration to the "Forces of the Crown”.

THE AMERICAN RIFLEMEN

Most importantly, many were also skilled
marksmen. They often wore
“hunting™ shirts and carried fighting
knives and even, sometimes, tomahawks!

K&C are rel
riflemen in a variety of action poses
053, 05 056, 057 and 035.

THE ARMY OF KING GEORGE

King & Country’s latest
Revolutionary War releases (af least on
the American side) are the buckskin clad
figures of Rebel Militiamen. Many of
these men were frontier riflemen...

“America’s first Civil War”.. Families physically tough... used to a hard life
were divided.. towns and... well skilled in the
and settlements split BROSS “mwf the forest
between “Rebels and ~ g it as
Loyalists’ bnt!\ cover

- nnnﬁﬁ and refuge.

On the British side we have eight
new releases of individual foot and
mounted figures including a useful
“Supply Wagon” set BRO54.

The three mounted pieces are an
officer and two troopers of the 17th Light
Dragoons (later to become famous as the

“Death or Glary Snu« ). Accompanying
them as a scout is a musket - carrying
Indian warrior BRO38.

wo individual and one small set
of dismounted 16th Dragoon:
soldiers to the F'nru'\ of The -
Particularly interesting is set number
BRO59 showing a captured rebel
prisoner and his Dragoon escort,

Another advancing 16th.
Dragoon BRO60 will be added
later.
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still wearing field gray, now
wears ankle gaiters instead
of jackboots and has a
camouflage covered sieel helmet.
‘WS097 “Motorcycle Field

o, A really unique
W;l;!‘l;ﬁ The BMW combination
converted to carry a
Standing SAWUNY y;.icher case with o
German Officer

o |

 Am
= piece.

medic drivin,

gty R
W5094 Standing German Guard
LIFE UNDER THE SWASTIKA
As we
beginning o

wrote
the

earlier, at
Oc

&, e

Germans  followed  Adolf

thumb 1o the

popt
nations. In e
number of

police forces v
the Germans,
de local
intelligence and keep
the people in
and doci
The
infamous was
=
up of extreme right-
wing nationalists whe whole-

borated with

The Nazis avoided,
first, open confrontations with
their subject peoples, often
dealing, relatively lightly, with
any opposition their rule. In
most countries a night-time
curfew was all that limited
most d daily (or nightly) activitics.
Slowly but surely they
tighten the noose

ine

ost

gan to
inch by inch. In
occupied Eurcpe adult mal o

carry as many as six different forms
of identification: a standard LD. card
with photo

a work permit... ration Angered by the increasing

card... military service d e nce the WS096 |
medical exemption from focused rity forces and  Marching |
labour and, perhaps, a travel permit dealt  German |

for access near

uniformed Gern

In France alone the Abwehr
operated from 69 different offices
around the country...

he feared
Gestapo had even more -
bureaus and offices.

The Germans were not the only
“keeping the

131 stations,

ones

on civil
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KING & COUNTRY'S

wie've decided set uf
&C are already "King & Conrtiny's l‘-k"".k‘v.' 10P-
well-known a small K&C outfit wh
for our military Gordor: C. Neilson 11 d
VLN Eer brodher) as its ¢ ESHNeT
miniatures and fighting ST
vehicles but did you HISTORY IN
know there's a side of MINIATL RE
our creativity that's

1 the earliest davs of
relatively unknown? the company most of the
Welcome to King &

|'|-.'|" and show displays
Country's WORK SHOP. were designed and built by
That's the name we're

Ké&C H'l_|- ative Director
giving to a wvery special

n.:l'l\.! t‘.' F"I'L:I'l\.il.'r ll ::E.:" L
project to provide dedicated Netlsorr himself. As K&C
K&=C dealers and collectors Frew ane e \-.'l-.l‘_:\-.i -'-.I‘...l._\
no longer had enough time to
perform these vital tasks and the

with unique amd '.IIiHiL'l.ll
displays and dioramas that
really show off our figures
and fighting wvehicles to

job was passed over to hiz

vounger brother Gordon.

ucted on a 22%x 12° wooden

base ard shoe i Jrh'ﬂ”;.r J-"»:!ru_qﬂf
structure being defended e Crerman
troops, The ab ing Russiars look as if they are
about to get an wnpleasant surprize

The entire display was made owt of woeod,
styrofoam, metal wire, plaster and paper card.. il
took 10 days to design and constroct.

their very best advantage present our latest releases and Gordon, an avid modeler himself.
For MANY Vears now visitors to UpCOMIng ones In many cases colleckors quickly rose to the occasion and
Ké&('s Hong Kong flagship store and have asked if they can hu'. the dioramas produced literally dozens of unique
our headguarters have marveled at the to display their own collections after the one-off  displays that now grace
exciting and dramatic custom-made shew. In some cases we've been on ly too  collections all over the world
dioramas that we've created to display  pleazed to be able to sell the piece to one As we wrote garlier most of these
and show off our products., of these dedicated collectors leax mg s dioramas were nrl:."__in.'.:'l". built for our
More rL'l.L':-'II:'q. Ké&C has also free (o design and build new ones! own use and then sold on. Why not, we
started to take these same displays to Because of this success and the thought design, produce and provide

gke " service o individual

callector shows all ever the world to growing demand for special pieces this same "bes




"Abandoned Railway Siding”

Somewlere it Germany... April 1945...a
squad of GI's comes npon part of a
railway yard. On a flat car sits a swall
“Hetzer” tank. As the Americans check
out the building they find one of the
tank’s cre combat photographer

lay mounted on a
22" 22" base board. Construction
miaterials are the same as onr other
diorama... everyth xeey
the flat car) is ‘scratch built'.

of "COLLECTOR

of our quart

without the

lal




