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iew From The Trenches...
1t's another whirlwind tour around the world for you in this latest
issue of "COLLECTOR". We begin on the battlefields of Europe
but I'l wager you a refreshing mint julep that you never
expected to be "South of the Mason-Dixon line” before the
i with a stop or two along the way.
sure it has not escaped your notice that here at King &
wo. But, as historians will tell

for the first
+ that begins.

outbreak of the First World War..
time, we explore and discover that &
with K&C's 1914. . “The Marciion

While still in Europe we go back another 100 years to the “Age of
Napoleon” listen for the hooves of :m Emperors own heay
cavalry... see our all-new "Cuirassiers~ go charging by

From Europe we go south... to the Middle Fai. Tine m akain clowr
look at our latest (and most colourfisl) new Crusader and Saracen
we leap centuries forward to the des e
between 140 and 1943. Not the massive battles of To
the fierce struggles waged by two small independent Bri
irregular forcesiK the famed Special Air Service (T)
Range Desert Group (The LRDG). For tree years both o
daring and lonely batfle behind Axis lines aftacking canvoys..
raiding airfiel destroying su dumps and
generally being a very arnoying thorn in the side of

and terrible cor

i units of highly
and the Long
em waged &

America and the most divisive Eme in its histery.
The Civil War. As Southemers are fond of saying
2 And, 50 it does with

of Confederates awai Union forees
along with more Coniedacateswill appear in 2008.
Finally we return to Europe once more to show off our latest
“Fieids of Battle™ releases and some very welcome reinforcements
of "Coldstrzan Guards™ for our hard-pressed "British N

So, a5 you can see there's all of this plus much, much
more in this “expanded” issue of
“Collector”. Sit down. . relax... fasten
sat belt and enjoy this flight of ﬁ

Best wishes... bon voyage and.
happy collecting




2 OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

T THE DAWN

of the 20th.

Century, the
nations of Europe were
growing increasingly
hostile to one another.
Great Britain, France and
Germany competed for
trade and influence on a
global scale. Meanwhile
Austria-Hungary and
Russia both tried to
dominate the many
Balkan states of south east
Europe. This is turn, led to
alliances being forged
between Germany and
Austria-Hungary on the one
side and France, Russia and

nch opponents and,

the own words,
couttempible little British
Anny!* After dealing with
the British and French they
could turn their attentions to
the slower-moving Russiai
bear.

All of these first
early-war
re sold individually
except for The Ke

Staff Car Sei which
includes two figures

ermans

Willi
an  obscure
a Bavarian rifle

or even a column of troops on
march, The chaice, as ever, is yours

on's
the French at
Trfalgar in 180
y 1914 the
rope was tense but few could have
hat 2 political murder in
psnia would plunge the world
into chaos and four long,
of war...
THE FATAL SPARK...
On 19
throne of Austria-Hung
and his wife were assassinated by 2
Serbian nationalist in Sarajeco, Bosnia
Aus blamed Serbia
and, a month vd war on the

ing & Country
ven more German
figures... this time i

in tum, supported Serbia. §
Germany backed Austria-Hungary thus
forcing France to support Russia. To
fighting on two fronts the
ans attacked France first forcing
1 Belgium,

actfon! Desig
dynamic and exciting figures has
already begun,
At the same time we'
ting their opponents... British
French soldiers of the period arc also “i
the wor
The Great War we believ
the makings of a great new series for
K&C and our collectors that will run
and s 1o come.... look
oul for it!

and sculpting of these

for

treaty to defend Belgium and... on 4
clared war on Germany.

has all

nowest seri
arly stages of
the German invasion

King & Country's
focuses at first on the
the confl

ad
infantry with their distinctive cloth-
elliubs” 1
monarch on the way
Proud an t in themselves (and
their commanders) all of them hope for a
quick, decisive campaign to crush




il of Kirig & Cour
4 World War relcases are showr in ihis scene.

et oped enbeians proviige  Pranop.Prasim War.
HE GERMAN 1 el o Tata s e 3915 iy’ wrmies Hadi
ARMY OTF 1914 as commander peace-tiine _establishment of s
N E——— 3 SON, 646,000 officers and men. The law of
The German / n 1913 made provision for a much
Empire in 1914 ok ] A many my 000 with 669 infantry
con: ed of 26 from con/

s, 550 cavalry squadrans and
633 artillery batte ed
was to be implement:

kingdoms, six grand duchie
duchies, seven principalit
free cities and the former French
provinees of Alsace and Lorine,
It possessed an Imperial

§ vilian govemment.
The ghocral stafTs responibifiies
covered all military requirements, with the
ly of first-line reservists,
the preparation FW006 Germany was able o put
y but no Imperial army. In fact there  of  w plans and 1,750,000 officers and men
the German bil . It possessed into the field in August
ter the 1918 armistice. Up  powers, for example, to 1914, Other
until then Germany had four am direct railway construction totalled 1,50
programmes. Six main and men and, in addition,
stretched
allowi
the rapid transfer of forces
between its eastern ar
western borders. Bety
1909 and 1914 the G
undertook a
construction programme
along the borders with
Belgium and Luxembourg,
Many of the stations there
were built with platforms
than the villages

his pl

0,000 untrained men
a

ad conscripted
cent of ¢

bscur
0 men per day  whowoul
590 at the time of

Standing Rifleman



NAHT

To that end Cuirassiers were seen
By themsely ell as others,

of ho
res tall,

elite corp
least 1.5 m:
served in at k
ha

minimi
service
for entry
For their
mest honoured

was the
, second
"Charging Sword

omet
but at the end n( the d.\\
produced a magnif
military f

Ry N equipped
cuirassier wearing full body armour
weighed about 309 pounds. He had to be
mountsd on a powerfully built horse
lly from Normandy).

e i ML havee a

e . T o cron

“CUIRASSIERS”, Napoleon once remarked to Marshal
Bessieres, “are of greater value than any other type of cavalry!”

held

them “Les Gros Frer

strength, presented almest 3,000 armour
a glittering and powe:

clad horsemen
at.

Cuirassiers were easily recognized
on the Napoleonic battlefield by
horse plumed helmets and th
ach man wore. This w

ir opponents.
Orhers in Napoleon's army called
" or the “Bi

NAILI4
"Charging
Sword Forward"

reserve or in the

Brothers

coat with dif
ach regin
cn\mw\imu

nt
nt

Hrese

NALI6
neing Forward”
d facir

5
eaponry included a h
TR

h cross- Nn and bayonet.

also mno

cavalry fought and died on
K&L‘s CcuU lRAbblERS

latest Napoleor
dismounted
complement

NA111 “Curi

dividual

lease plus three

assier General
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NA112 "Wounded Flagbearer
NATI3 " v ’rumJ-u ter”
NA114 "C]
NAT15 “Falling Ur,' Horse

fe te rider falls under the
ping charger.
aneing Forward”
Charging Sword D
‘Advanee To The Front
hing With Sabre

BFTILR v vt in the plain in full view of our I
the hussar was o s and bie

from a wou

hinder

dinsg

"Stashing With Sabre”

him fr

“pistolling” an oppancat
NA122 " Standing With
A dismounted Cuirassier retrieves his

ke
[tie

3rd Hus
saddle.

NA123 “Cuirassier Drinking”

NA121 “ he combat”
Providing weleome 3 o a

thirsty Cuirassicr. A Cuirassier Ir Close Combat

In individual combat the
War service of the did ot wecessarily huve the

7th Cuirassiers other types of fors
1805:  With the Armée d'lalic at et
the wright s i

1806:  Partofd’Fy
of tire Gra

1807:  With the Gramde Armée af
Heilsberg.

1809, With the An
I Allemagne
1812
1 of
Oudinot’s corps, at Polotsk
and the crossing of the
1813
Dresden and Leipzis.
1814 Fought ot Champan
Vauchany
1815 Fought ot Ligny and

Watcrloo, Kili or maim i
i it s sow

“Standing With Saddle"

NAI24

“Cantiniere"

rendered lim an casy victi. Private Cotton

sergeant-major and battleficld guide
of the British 7th Hussars witncssed a fight
betwween a cuirassier and a hussar. H
described tohat hay ‘A hussar and a
ewirasser had got wgled in e melee,
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he newest collecti from our
_highly popular Crusaders &
Saracens  line  features
several new figures... fram
both camps. This releases
focuses on the Thind Crusade or the King's
Crusade. After the loss of Jerusalem to the
Saracens in 1157, Pope Gregory VIII called
for & new campaign to retake that holy city.
Holy men... Knights.. and even Kings
themselves travled half way around the
world te confront the invading forces... and
their firststop was Acn

THE SIEGE OF ACRE _

To the Christian army besieging the walled

appeared nearly hopeless. A relatively small
Christian force had found the highly fortiied
ity impossible to storm and had thenofore
ennbarkexd upon a lenghy sic

e entrenched
Chrisians were themselves beset upon by a
el forve under the commanden of

aracen general. Stubbomly
the city walls

CROSS & CRESCENT
THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES...

was in dire need of both reinforcements anc
quality leadership. The siege, which already
had Tasted nearly two years, had allowesd
disease.... starvation... and encmy aHks to
dwindle Crusader mambers.

‘The spring of 1191 brought relicf to the
beleaguered Christian ranks in the form of
two Kings... The Third Crisade is also known
as the § (m-«t.-m;m» several reigring

archs ook p it Ships carryirg
ba.m needed u:w{h-( amived at the camp in
April and were followed shortly by Kirg
Pisihp I of France in a Beet of ships crammed
with additional supplies.. war engines.. and
fresh troops. Seven weeks Lazer, King Ridhrd |

view with 25 ships
wonth of men ard
materiel of his

“Liovdwat’ foc hus.
unfaltering

MK047
Man-at-arms

. T
ts Il the
ity 1o

e

urch b see it
phold theie brlicts piysic

the time, Waiter cme front an arsioeatic
tuckyrourd and bl the wiomisge of
elugation. These

LU5)]
Fightte the Death

bravery, wssumed
command of the
While, his braen attempt
to scale the city dlefenses
yvere repuisecl, his engincers
successfully unncled beneath
ene of the dty wall's great
towers.. which collapsed under
e stress, This createsd a breach in e

w
The feme f{,hnr-;,rh M
e Saracen fonoes within the cify in

 cily. Aavs definden.
incapable of rranrirg he breach. sumndenad
nthe Crsaders on July 12,
oz

MX052
Bishop of Tours
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'LE COEUR DE Llon'“

Richand 1,
“Corerde Lion” o “Rird te L
i son o Kig My I

nickrnemal
hoart”, s

Etaar of

”

. g of Aquitine. msd s

o Englarad ard Nor
fim

The siege of Ace hd laken eaidy two
years and s estimated B have aost mone than
100000 Christian casualties.  That victory
neverthedss proved o be the jumping off pont
foc Richard's campaign deep into the Haly
Land”. He and Crusader fores were dbie o
recapture several maor Arab cities from the
Seracers... including a cushing vidory againt
Seladin at the city of Arag However, their
te prize.. and moson for forming

cotrient on bis ason s of aare, cinesed s

the Thini Crusade.. the holy city
Iersesrs, v in M hers

In his epic dass of b, both
sides fought Jong and! ard.. but e
cxcasional victories for the Cusckrs
could ot siem the overall fide of
battle., which decisively went in
favousrof Saladis arel s wasrioss.

The i successes achieved
by Richard the Lindiaart’in the Thind
Cresdewene one of the final victories
for Chrstengdm  during dl

tunched..all of which endect
in falure. Richard's mighty

efforts secured only a small
strip of land akng the
Maliterranenn  coast for
Crusader foroes. Yot even this

modest prize was, litle by itk
ehipped away unil the entirety of
the ‘Holy Land had been
recomposed under Blamic rale:

MK050
Gruesome Trophy Set
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AT THE CHATEAU OF

OUGOUMONT

Closing of the Gates at Hougoum:

era.. including of course... Wattrioo.  The
M TTHOAM  Briish commander at Waterloo, the Duke of
on the  Walinglon, saw a small French chateeu, called
' Wmoming  Hougoront, as the key to his right defensive
of the 15th of June flank. He subsequently ordered a foece
1815 a great mass censisting of his elite L'o“cmmw Guards to
i cccupy and defend this phace.
i French tack was vy back
of by hevy Britih artillery fire. The British gures
were then distracted into an artillery duel
anundhemmged  with the opposing French guns. This allowed
one of the Mot for a second French asswilt that managed o
v famous  battles «ceate a small breach on the south NAI3S
fought,  side wall. The French were not, |
Guardsman

however, able to exploit it
g comple, the Under the command of
NA130 Coldstream  Guards  Jermone Bonaorte, Napoleon's younger
Kneelinglo foveht to protect the flank af  brosher, an advence on the rorth side of the
Repel

the small chateau before it was pluggel.
the British force... and their  buikling was mere successfil and led to one

very lives. of the most famous skirmishes during ¢ commemorated by
The Coltroan Guard: are one of  Batle of Waierlo, About 30 French IOopS — Welington when he wrote,
manuged to break through the notth gales of [y s of the Battle of
ol | S i L i g
continuous ctive . heroic e, the Colstmn G forcsd iy
I7th century. During  the gates shut, trapping the French soldiers
the Napoleonic wai Coldstroan guards inside. All of the French who entered, apart
¢ battaliors of two other Cuards — from a young drummer boy, were kiled 10— by the wweleome arraal of
regiments and plaped a vital role in many of  desperate hand to hand struggle  The  grikch reinforcements. Heavy
: importance of this action Was It fiokgne however, continued
around for rearly
elght hours, creating a raging
“Dattle zuithin @ battle
The troops at Har
actect a5 a painful thom in the
ide of Napakcon's lcft flank
oy

e final Erench attack
on the chatenu was repulsed

causing death... NA1Z0

i S "
estimatect that 3500 Britsh and. ©8 Slanllu

German soldiers, the: Calistrans
e, kept almost
.SLL‘I) French toops at bay.  Over 8000
French solchers.ane said o have kot their
Tives trying o capture the chatea but
were ultimately unabie to do s
the Garter i3 an [T despite their best and bravest
group of 25wt efforts
represent anly ihe

the Order of the Barter

{

o e comire B by ot o
b

‘Hoi soit qui
transtated means | - g |
vil Hhinks .

NAT32
C& Drummer Boy
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The Phantom Major.
AND IITIIEII nESEIIT nnlnEns

from the a
frequently under the
st

swiftly and decisively...
to withdraw as
| quietly as
they had arrived

From the time of
their first missions in 1941 untl they
received their own vehicles in the
2 : :

{ Group, with whom they
red bases, as transport for

Empire troops r'm'\ New
Zealand, the Long Range [
Group was formed as s

2 l
LADG 30cun. ¢ ”‘;‘,,:“',",;‘,;‘,‘;‘,‘_“
Chevrolet a \m ral reference
(Camoufiaged]

0 groups
nd were

tremendous
expanse of the
territory they

traver.

hat ¢ oups

uld sometimes go for weeks

without encountering anyone.

Wars in the vast expanses of North

Africa led to the creation of two Major Stirl s ; EAD19
gular units aimed at exploiting the  Guards of
sique conditions of that region. Th

units, the Special Air Sercices (SAS) an
the Long Range Desert Group (
were independent... highly mol
and deadly efficient. Th
these groups were ‘foug}
forced to fight against
environ 1 as well as a hostile e
Still these ‘desert raulers’ shot up
camps and installations, sabotaged
a erally wreaked havoc
andl Italian lines. cut a tiroat.

imposing man of almest two
meters tall (6.6it), he was noted
for his unusual bravery,

unorthodox command style

Chru rt'il

described him as
manmered man
curttle




with the SAS, Using the
open topped ‘Chewy
ainted in ¢

some brightly
nctive desert camouflage,

missions. It was from these cperatic
that the group acquired its humorou:
the ‘Libyan Desert Taxi
in the summer of 1942 the
SAS received their own vehicles, the
LRDG began being used in the same

as that unit... conducting raids
and attacks of their own.

A DUAL MENACE

& from the Jalo Ousis in
Libya, the two groups
y hed roads,
railed trains and destroyed supply
depots. Their most successful period
came in December 1941, when in a t
week time they destroyed over 90
it on al different Axis
airfields. Their successes were noted
even by the highest members of th
Allied military and in 1942, the SAS was
transformed  into a fully fledged
regiment, the 220 Air So
By the end of 1942, the 27 year old
raed
within the Axis
e garnered him ¢
et name on German radio, the
w Major'. The damage these two
\»u.u.m groups were causing prompted
the German High Command to form
team of their own tasked solely
with hunting down the members of the
SAS and LRDC. It was a jubilant group
of these men who finally captured the
Ph Tunisia in January 1943
Although one of the m
prominent members of the raiding
groups had been captured, by that time
the damage had already been done to
the Axis war effort in By the
conclusion of the desert war in May
1943, the LRDG and SA5 had

i’ nea

destroyed over 250 en
captured dozens of trucks... raided
countless supply depots and seriously
disrupted Axis operations on the
continent, Even Field Marshal Eruin
Routne and leader of
the famed Afrika Kmp-, admitted that
“lrese groups caused us wore damage than
any other single British wnit of Equal
Strength’

ny planes

the

'Batl Im I’nson

comp

-m cscaping

ot Caldis

priscn, during the Second World War
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I n the early morning
hours of May 10th,
|

1940 the German

FoBO36
army descended on Serrenderinn
Western  Furope

Hitler's attack on ; Senegalese B

Holland, Belgium and
France in May and June
of that vyear had
devastating consequences
for all three nations... and

the rest of the waorld.
Within days Holland

Bloa i tuaricr s
powerful and confident German foes.
Throughout the six week campaign
that humbled France, the Germans
showed then ves to be
s of a new, fluid and fast moving

cgy called Blitzkrieg or

SAVE PARIS!

iding not to del
French Government aimed at sparing
the legendary ‘City of Lights’ from the
fal devastation which a batile
would have involve
command considered

tingly ill conceived
n, the French army
relied almost entirely

it along the
German border in order
1o counter the onslaught
of Nazi aggression.
This Maginot line was a
series of bunkers and

indecision. Blifzkrieg was a mast
way of coordinating relentle
ground attacks in unison to
through and take

confused and dem

MOIS T

ekt successfully
during the First World
War. Unfortunately,
FoB024. this proved utterdy

effective against Le Mois Terbile, the terrible
Knoaling Bficer - & o R an  monih.. was June 1540, Although
WithBINOCUIArS pjiskricy . the devastated by a sucession of crushing

d around blows, French and British troops on a

n army took huge risks  few rare occasions did provide the
ut was able to Germans with fierce and determined
exploit French and ticn. Tragically however, the

oppo
ritish weakness and  overall tide went heavily
Germany's favour.

FoB032
French Standing
Firing Rifleman
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The main
enterad he cit

the north-
n suburhs they marched ths

P
s
up. The Paris

reets. awmmu;
of an urinole
plane
The German occupation of their

OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

—_—
FaB025 British Vickers
Machine Gun Set

Marsial Pétain, the
gendary ‘Hero of
Verdun’, France sought

amidst the defeat  Dfficer
of their al
BllluLn‘ under

W ime Minister

rmkm Churchill, was determined
fight on. One of the few bright points
during this crushing defeat was the
almost miraculous e'\acu: on from the
beaches of Dunkirk. Nearly 350,000
British and i troops  were
successfully brought back to Britain.
many of whom would retum to France
on another June day... four years later.

5 ey
FoB026 British Lying firing Bren Gunner

“This is net u peace. I is an
armistice for 20 years”

~ Woris spoken by Marshal Foch after the

signing of e Treaty of Versaiies in 1979

Firing Rifleman

ASPECTACIE OF
HUMILIATION




Il was to the sound of
gunfire that the South
Carolina city of Charleston
awoke on the morning of April
12, 1861. At 4:30 am... from the
pitch black of the Carolina
coast... Confederate artillery
opened fire on the Union held
Fort Sumter which lay in the
city's harbour. After 34 hours
of bombardment... the Union
colours fell. It could no longer
be delayed or denied... the
American Civil War had begun.
The cause of the conflict was not as.

ed” as it might at first appear,
the most visible issues
concerned slavery and how to handle
the expansion of the practice, there
were also older and more complex
disagreements  over some basic
principals... chicfly the limitations of
state’s rights and federal intervention.
The debate over these matters had
alreacy spanned decades and
included various compror
CW002 and concess
which had failed. Tll
attack on Fort Sumter was
= merely the last and
most dramatic in a
long series of events
\ that lead 1o the outbreak of
W the civil wa

campaigns and battles
swhich raged from 1861
to 1865,0ver 620,000
Americans died. Scme
of the most famous
i and bloody battles
ever fought...
etam
Shitah
took place
this conflict. The
American Civil War proved
to be ihe most significant
turning point in the young Zeg

r
During  the CWO012

ion's history.

the (Amlulu.lry T
en
and already prep

fought  tirelessly

culture... and very way of

ng & Country’s first Americin

ures focus on the Army of
is release features
ng from one battle
g for the n
They. like their northern brothe

T,
their land
life.

«
THE COMMANDERS

With

charismati al Robert E.
CWl1, the ((n\’r‘dﬁnry was not short

of capable generals. Stos

the

Lee

d by

all Jacksan

CW03, the hero from the First Rattle of

Bull Rum, was one of Lee's most renowned

commanders. When Jackson was killed
in 1862, General Lec is said to have

lamented, T have lost my right arm”

Cavalry officers were no less
J

Stuart

Confedaricy's
commanders.
long delay

CWO10, was

best
However

CWo11

4. ke exception S intosb el
i

: of Gettysburg
a significant n the South’s
defeat there, Cons by some tobe I]‘.
Conlederacy’s most._capab
Gen ecford
was. certainly a man of m
However, for some the:
overshadowed by his
Pillow, where troops und
massacred 2 Linion garrison stationed there.,
THE SOLDIERS

Motley in appearance but still
rruw and defiant, the Southemn army
t was not

ctions. at Fort
his command

d
order to npm i the principles of the
Conjederacy.

first collection, The mismatched uniforms
of CWO02 Soldicr Pointing, CWOUS
Confederate Bugler, CW00T Rebel on
[, CWO00B Confederate Drummer

lu\kg\\mml\ The:
CE TR e et e
Standing Of ( \)‘i

hey may have
Al aquipment
and uniforms of the Union
army, there was ne shortage
of Soutlen spiri. The Confederaie
& Flag, depicted on our CWI04
@8 Mounted Flagbearer, continued
ta be a source of pride long after the war
over. Several former Confederate
states incorporated this emblem into
the ~flags upon their re-entry into
the union. \[llmm.h mast have s
been removed, A i remains tF
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Back in 1985 a little start-up toy soldier company based in Hong Kong decided

NCE A YEAR, usually in

late September, an unusual

pilgrimage takes places that

leads, eventually, to a large

hotel on the outskirts of
Chicago, lllinis, U.S.A

ilgrims come not only from most

of the fifty states in the Union but from
all corners of the world... Britain, France,
Germany, Italy. Russia, China, Australia,
Zealand, South America and many

n. Most, bul not all, (vf

“once-a-yoar” trek to Amenica’s "Windy City'
What brings these people, young
and old, rich and not-so-rich to this place
year after year after year? The answer...
s deceptivaly simple 1
Show'... the biggest and best event for
enthusiasts of military miniatures and
tay soldiers in the warld today.

Now, more than 25 years old, this
show has grown steadily over time to
dominate the hobby and business of
making and collecting toy soldiers, Its
humble roots though go back to a small
group of collectars in the Chicago area
who decided it might be a litde fun to
organize a show for like-minded
individuals to get together and sell, swap
or buy these little pieces of history. The
original founders of the show had also

-
ablic: surprisingly enough,
*The Old Toy Soldier Newsietter”. This
turned out lo be the ideal vehicle to
spread the "gospel” about how much fun
collecting toy soldiers really could be. At
the same time it would also publicize
their fledgeling show. This is how [ came
to hear about and diseover the “special
wragic” of the show for myself
The year was 1985.., King & Country
was just celebrating its first birthday and
we were lcoking af how we could prow

e Laura and me, a free-lance
graphic artist who collected toy soldiers
as a hobby. Both of us had arrived in
Hong Kong eight years befors (in 1977).
During that time we had wrked for the
Hong Kang Police and Governmert... for
other peaple and, eventually, started our
selves... Laura had set up and was very
successfully rurniny the Colony's

d Dogs'

- — oles
all  Bananss”. 1 mearwhile was o ming o

freelance Graj

little “armiy-men” as she called them right
here in The Bratich Craxen Colonty of Fiong Kmx

Hong Kong being Hong Kong within
a few months we were actually producing
whale battalions. of Scottih Highlanders
ready to do battle or march up and down a
parade ground. One small problem
however... olere to sell them? We obviously
tried Hong Kong first..
result. We then tried the U y
met with a mixture of apathy and
downright rej Who wan
traditional 1oy <oldiers made in Hong Kong?”
was a common refein.

However, on one of my unsuccessful
selung lnraw into Britain Isaw a little piece

ilitary Modelling™the

Ukr I?ading il ry hobby magazine
about "the Ol Toy Soldier Sharo in Chicage”.
Intrigued 1 cut it out and, on returning to
Hong Kong, contactedd Jo e Steve Somers,
the hushand and wife team who, along

year's Show. And prepare we did...
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THAT FIRST EVENT
Quite frankly neither Laura nor
myself knew what to expect when, six
manths later, on a cold, blustery day we
touched down at Chicaga's O° Hare
Afrpart. With us, as part of our luggage,
were 3 large packing cases filled with
various sets of our newest toy soldiers.
With the address of the venue...
m Hyatt Regency Woodfield in the
Chicago suburb of Schaumburg we piled
into a taxi and headed towards our
destination. When we arrived at the
hotel, about 45 minutes later, we could
see vans and cars already disgorging
their contenis cnto the pavement atmosphere
e Show encourages.

As we and our taxi driver unloaded
our boxes we could feel the excitement
and anticipation right there on the
sidewalk. As the driver struggled to lift
ane of our large, heavy packing cases he
temarked, "Wiat have yoie got in he
gold bullion?

“Isure hope sol” 1 replied...

SURFING THE ROOMS

Once we had registered and been
given our room we hurriedly unpacked,
showered and excitedly started to
explore the hotel. Although this was
Thursday it became obvious that quite a
few of the “deafers” had already arrived a
day or two earlier and were set up in
their rooms and doing business... “Room
Trading™ as it's called, is one of the most
enjoyable aspects of the "Chicago Skow”.
Dealers and more than a few collectors
tearrange their rooms to accommodate
displays, dioramas and boxes and boxes
of every kind of toy soldiers you could

. you can find it at (‘hwngn. Onee.
they've set themselves up doors are
opened for all and sundry to survey the
goods. From early morning (usually affer
breakfasty t (cchen the bars
closed) collectors and dealers (many of
whom started us collectors) wander up and
down the maze of hallways in the Hyatt,
in and out of rooms exploring long lost
treasures of the toy soldier world or
discovering great new bargains brand
new manufacturers.

Anyway back to our story... That very first
evening in Chicago, Laura and myself
just walked and walked around: th
hallways, in and out of dozens of roams
for what turned out to be several hours.
Both of us were so excited by the sheer
scale of the event and the incredible
variety of what was on offer. We were
equally impressed by the warm welcome
we received wherever we went and
introduced ourselves.

When dealers and collectors heard
that we were the “new kids ort fhe block”
they immediately wanted to see what we
had brought with us... That first evening
we fonded them off by sa
had just arrived and had riot "ot up” in
our room (which iwns frus) but would be
up and open for inspection the following

ected

s (fortunately
nane) and laid out our little blue King &
Country boxes on the spare bed, put a
K&C sign on our door and headed
downstairs to the Hyatt Cafe for breakfast,

previous evening on our
the hotel. Many of them promised to
stop by our room later. As we sat
enjoying our meal we also experienced
niggling concerns about exactly what
kind of reception our first .mcmpts at
toy soldiers might “Wh
Kot el o £ IR Yt o
done...? What if we're too expensive...?
What? What? What?" The questions piled
up in both our minds as we finished our
meal and returned to our room.

Well, 'm happy to say, our fears
were groundless.. That first day we had
a steady stream of visitors to our room,
s0 much so, that we forgot about lunch
and any pangs of hunger. Both of us
were just so "buoved up” by the positive
reaction our new figures were recelving.
Not only that but we were actually

&

seling same and.. makng wone And
thereby hangs a tale... Back in the mid
nincteen ecighties the credit card

revolution was just beginning in Hong
... Likewise paying by cheque for
g, was a lot rarer than it is now
In our naivety we did not realize that
then, as now, had fully embraced
payment by credit card and cheque... we
expected and were used to... CASH!
Fortunately for us quite
our new customers had suf
to pay us there and then wi
went out to a bank specially to get us the
required amount. It was a valuable
lesson in doing business overscas that
we quickly learned.
By the end of that first long, tiring,
exciting day we had sold just over
US$1,000 worth of our toy soldiers and

were
“over the nioon". What,
we wondered, would
Saturday, bring?
SATURDAY.
The following moming 1 awoke
bright and early. To be truthful 1 had
nat slept much the night before. The
reasan was not because 1 was worrying
too much about our “receplion”. The
previous day had casily dispelled that...
the reason for my lack of slecp was just
pure excitement and exhilaration!

Lack of sleep has followed a
pattern that was set that first Chicago
Show right up to the present. For me the
OTSN event provides such an inexaustable
supy spiration and feedback from
dealers and col alike that is
second-to-none. In Chicago my brain is
continually buzzing with concepts...
conversitions... and creats deas that
K&C can explore and develop in the
coming months. At the same time I get
the chance to evaluate and consider the
products of our competitors..
compare what dire
in and reevaluate what destinations we
should reach out to. All of this combines
into a body that wants to <leep but a brain
that refsse to...! Although this leads to a
level of physical iredness the adrenalin
of the show keeps you on your feet, alert
and working hard,

That Saturday was another busy
day... quite a few families turned up and
filled our room on several occasi
happy to report that our sales that
evening casily beat the previous day's.
Finally, just re midnight, we
ushered out our last guest and collapsed
onto the bed. Tomorrow, day was
the “pain event”, where all dealers closed
their rooms... transferred their stock
downstairs and into the hotel's main
ballroom, There, tables had been carefully
laid out in rows with aisles in between
for the collectors to stroll along. Everyone,
including us, had been allocated tables
(K&C kad jusl one) and our specific
location in the ballroom. All of us had to
be up ml, at the crack of dawn, to
s and be ready for the
public ki e opened its doors
at 10:00AM sharp. It would only last 5
hours and would end promptly at 200PM..
This is what we had been preparing for..
for six whole menths... In a few short hours,
‘Longed Day’ would begin.

THE BIG DAY...

The early morning wake up call
shook Laura and me out of sleep at

the next day,
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precisely 53
windo

AM. Um.m.- «

reiched out my arms Lau
pad me up with box
soldiers to ¢
the ballroom was going to be the
first trips to and from the
\h‘.uq-‘.”.‘ ruu tion room withy :(m\ &
Cou off

ww «
of Kee

deater who
2 AL o e
aders  and
o and, in o

jing their for
e | ;mcbml Ihn bat!-ocrr

stling, with

Kly found our K&C space in the
er of the room and unloaded my
delivery before heading back
airs for more

Sox round trips later we had all of

either on the table, on displ.
-mmt .mdu neath.
In

¢ or reatly

s of the company
our mn;,- of figures was very mo

indeed... At that first Chicago Show i
ur'L\ had Seo anders of the late
in two basic

a it imagine, required

marching and

attention figures. In addition, we also
.

& Drums” sets which could be
with bath variations. We
offered collectors a choic
Fi Service” uniforms or
ce” style. What a huge

scarle!
io

the show organizers and the
d large white table
cloths to cover the wooden trestle tables
we had decided to bring our own table
as wall... a giant red, white and

This we felt would at
least make us stand out from some
ourlarger and mere established neighbours.
The final touch was that Iwould be
dressed up in a replica of one of the
Scottish Highlanders we had depicted

in miniature.
Sergeant of The Senforth
comple

So, after compl
table I returned to our toom
myself. I came back dow
ballroom twenty

‘watched the main doors of the ballroom open
and the first collectars of the day enter.
the'day of udgement” had at last arrived.
Now, if you have ever been I a toy
soldier show yourself you will know that
mostcollectors usually like o do a
complete “rien-through” of the entire hall
before making any purchascs, Thi
them to sec what's on offer. And that
exactly what happened. For the first hour
of the show we did not sell even one single
e w,m. 1= of nice compliments and
. ve again, severl people

s allow

fat zero, Both Laura end myse nore
ﬂLm a little concerned that our room sales
were just a figment of our collective
imaginations when just after 11 o'clock,
someone a box of khaki
highlanders. That was the sale that broke
e e ot the as 6 hours we
sold...and sold..
I remember looking at my watch just

the first time it was about ten
minutes before noon.
ElePat ot i 8 et cc et Wikre ko e
time gone? By three oiclock the show h
officially dosed but we were still selling
ut l‘l I\h time there

ent
past lhna\l.\ veelf tv-,-,m o pack
up our di our flag and the few
remaining o  toy cokdiers and wear
head om... exhausted and
o cams e

THE SHOW FINALE.

Our first “Chicage’ show was finally
over or 56 we thought... we dosesd the
room door behind us and collapsed n the
bed. o at least | dicl. As 1 bagan fo close
my eyes La to “fotal" our sales
receipts and count the cash. Ever the astute
busnesswoman... cash firs.. sleep late.

Just then the phone rang... it was

In this case a Colour
hlanders
h kilt.. khaki tunic and red sash

ane of our first custom
he wanted to knaw

ing
of several p
evening where a few o
of dealers) bought out t
inders of the merchandise we
brought over all the way from Hong K
Later that same evening,
dinner, we could not believe
Ve had come to
knowing virt nothing

s we sat

about” the toy sol and
business, We had been welcomed with
open arms and had sold virtually
Evicrs had brought with us. |

actually d have sold my ur
and the m Jack” flag as well but we
decided to take those home with us for
possible future use.

Even more importantly
we had made lots of new friends

and
g &
invaluable in
uring those years
Conntry continued to grow and
develop and much of that
development was directly inspired and
influenced by attending and king
in thatvery frst show
Por o whs loves 0y sk
n all its many styles and
cannot m—mwn.»m the Chicago

mportant business contacts for K
y would prave
oll I

growth and

Today
bursting at the se
have spilled out
hallways and oth
rooms in the hotel at she
ally sold-out months in
to book early. Colk
rs come from all ov.
attend  this
encourage you to find out more.
time you read this the 2007 sh
have laken place. As I wri
it's now less

Per

event
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