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A View From The Trenches

‘THIS SPECIAL DOUBLE EDITION of “COLLECTOR” is dedicated
to probably the most famous (or infamous if you prefer) tank of the
Second World War...the Panzeriampwagen VL. the mighty TIGER.
salme
e fghing vehices 1o mmmm e oo
During that time K&C Tigers, in one form or another have been an
e et i o 0 e o (o
important oe too!

“The constant improvements in scale... detail.. colour... and crew
e E e

eneral product seris.
And now, even with the immipent release of our latest Tiger (our
it we et Lam positive, e s with this bhemoth o the

fild 1o i

battlf 1 No mattes
b ) o e
thing today we're always
Iooking forward foscehow e
can make it even better tomorrow.
 this moment, let's take
fond, mmwu it s
&C’s family of Tigers and
e LT e ol e
corner of the toy soldier battefield.
Although te losue s all bout
the Tiger we've managed to “sneak”
in a litle four-page supplement
about K&C's latest polystone and
metal warbir... Kurt Tok'sfantastic
Focke-Wulf Fu 190...njoy

o to D
oC o Lovis ANDYCNBLSON
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-1

km‘
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2 OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

ALMOST 70 YEARS AFTER IT FIRST APPEARED
ON THE BATTLEFIELD... TIGER TANKS ARE STILL BEING PRODUCED!

THERE'S SOMETHING
RBOUTATIGER...

F ALL THE MANY weapons and military hardware used during the Second World War relatively
few became housebold names... Amsng, e best knoven
Spitfire..the Stuka the Jeep and, of course the TIGER!

and most easily recognized were the

then and now as
he mos formidable and. famous

different “Tiger Tanks” K&C has
the company’s own adances Here you  produced.
German tank of itsday the Tigeror  will f more of the fascinal S0
Pancerkampfongen V1 (o gie # i background.detals behind the design  ado, et mount
formal designation) has alko played  and development of this awesome
‘an important role in the King & fighting machine both as a model and as into the turre
Country story o
O olling o cllectors the same time we will provide you
can see how K&C'S fremt  withothr e csing o
Tiger models have pm},um«t and  on production.
developed o paint

sta
ectorinformation  and prepare to move

ction qus .\mHl\uuwm off... Let battle bgin!
hemes wilzed i the ma




AS ALMOST TWENTY YEARS AGO THAT KING & COUNTRY's

r
CO-FOUNDER AND CREATIVE DIRECTOR, ANDY C
O THINK ABOUT MAKING A MODEL TIGER TAN

ndy akesup the lory.. By
the carly 1990's, s lking s
i it s
W soldiers. At st
o5 tiny fraction
Basicall just

and producing W
tme e compny

¢itis today.
C. Neil

prother) and thee ofher
Gordon and myslf ke
justice to any WW2 subject we had to

e more than just toy soldies... We
neded.fighting vehicls,

especially

toks g0 along withou oot
But, how to produ

uce them and

“Although our
s were made out of meal,
ither peter or white metal alloy
BN ety st e
els oudbeotallyactry
or larger items like tanks. Too hewoy
i i i Pk
began to consider other altenatives.
“I knew nothing of polystone in those
days... L also kneso hat other possibe
alternaties such asdiecost and plostc
would also be prolibitvely expensice.
Plus, the kind of factories that

produced those kinds of ehicls required i
i opled o e money
upfront or ooling and masters. So, that er;
quickly eliminated then from 1

GIRLFRIEND'S INSPIRATION

An answer to the tank problem came
from an unlikely source... And
Chinese girlrend at the time, Betina,
One day, when Andy was bemoaning
the fact that he could find no suitable
‘manufactus method of
making his tanks, Bettima casually asked
whether e vhices could be “made

replied that was  indeed

S T

enough detail to make them recognizable

she knew

“Would it not be
caroe and iR

After  Bettima's
Andy set about building a 1:35

successful

L

NEILSON FIRST BEGAN

s Iy it", was Andy's swift

response.

TRIAL BY BATTLE
Suggestion

of

although  the




factory did say thatany subsequent
production order would have to
simple indelal,more robst and
be at least 150 winimun
oderantity!

; this was a very tal order

Andy says, “but split into three equal
of 3 very famous WW:
and the

large cardbound boves. amived from
it G K e Cauiy

very smal office in Hong Kong, Each
box_contained 50x Shmns.. 50

Gordon v e unpcid e b
 th Tigers until st
unpacked  they
inspected each and every model
The actual carving’”, says K&C's
Gordon Neison, ‘it nsc
lud o crain rough carn o i
R T s e
O el e e 4
puinting o the tanks”, Andy s
thougt e
detailed drawings and full
colour_illustrations of paint. and
‘camouflage schemes for each of the3
i Tad largelybeen
or whatever reson”, And
e fuctory had decided fo
1 gt i il
iermans being basic

turn.

A e
had suffered the least. The German
armour was a major problem
“Busicaly”, Gordon Neilson says,
‘we repainted all ofthe Panthers and
Tigers complete with individual hull
numibers... dicisional signs and ofher
deraits
Eventually aftera few weeks the
o Scotsmen_completed _thei

task and beganto
sell the finished tank
model... both in Hong
Kong and through thei
ey smal networ & u« C
America and elsewhy

TIGER SUCCESS
first_thre armour
models pected, the TIGER
Tt sold out nm‘ “Those i 150 .
carved tanks took just over 13 months to
el ffonfa Ao bayd) 1k
Tiger soldout ina third of tht tme

Those original 150 wooden tanks are

today amongst the most highly prized

Among. these

cames ol e scondary ket on iy
The Tiger, being the Tiger of col
e e e
recently a “Das Reich” marked Tiger sold
fo st over USS2.000-. Not bad for a
ltke model that riginally saled for
just US$99 back n the

THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY!

In more recent years it has always
been official K&C policy to retain at
least two (and sometimes three) of
any item produced by the company.
Back in the dim and distant past this
was not always possible. Andy explains,
Inthose carly days of KeC was not the
successful company it i today... every cent
counted!” In reality what that meant was

e L B

And so it came to pass that King

& Country never kept a single

model of those carlest Panthers

and Tigers. They did, however

o eain asngle hand-

G v, a

Sherman. for it whie
dy s

or some reason, which unfort-

natel m Icannot remember, w did keep

Tho about a year lter

atlenst

copy
original sample. Sad to
e oo g e
turing and transportation, so, that
proved a dead-end
Today that  Vietnam-made
Sherman, repainted by Gordon in
British desert camouflage, has an
honoured place in K&C's Head-
quarters museunShoroon... the last
reminder of the very first three
hand-carved model tanks King &
County ever produce.
“Oneofsday” Andy fally
coud e lo. w or buy one
especally the







OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

ALTHOUGH KING & COUNTRY ahost of p ing to
hand-carved wooden models in China and vmnam they were not about to give up.. Thm
ad to be a solution... A

O TIGER HU

Yoo K bt .wm
S A
and.figures ovo of course

. nmw
aireraft then

here was...

s often a big
to have o notion of

What
series of

. Hougg M
owener, ey s

keeping fo 0
e

b.uur. or o dedine
&C

The solution he first came up
with was unusual but not partcu-
R oL i o it
1:32 scale plastic its. This in itsell.
BB e cecviens
solved, _especially for Andy's
brother Gordon

=iy b
A

i el
Messerschmilt in 1:32 scale in Hong.

R R e e b e nd
puin the... It ey wns fir oo
e ot s
with me helping occasionally”.

A beter way ad to be found,
Out of the blu pilot
{riend, who flew for Cthay Pac,
Hong Kongsown _ailine,
mentioned that you could

carved
the Pilpines Witkn days Ancy,
levant

adventure in
B umAnw m{h continues right
up tothe

MADE IN T8 PILIPFINES

After contact  with
several - manufactur the
TR e

producton capabily and qualy
Andy plced the fi of
ai T e
its .\l\dawmm«ilhevmu\

Over the years Andy
s A B

“alays. friendly
very talented and

ople”, he says,
and outgoing and.

™ Tn spit of this K&C sill wanted to
Eopeially Tierst And 20, Andy s’
el I o K& i
their et Phillppinebased. wooden
manufactore to make a siall bateh of
five sample TIGER
st he company”, Andy cotinues,
“a fully consirucid Tamiya plstc mode
it 195 sl i i
Pl to makea 13 scaeversion v
it el e .M‘ e

ithdmit

T
R e An o o iy
of the detail... the carving and the painting
wore gt yarssiead o it i sen i

the Chiaand Vichan-mae .. | ws
decply impre
I e, Ancy sl comla

see problems... The cost-price was
considerably higher than the previous
mocls... So were the cost o ransportaton
from the Philippines to Hong Kong
much greater. finally, all of that
extra fine detail was also extremely
fragileand exsy obrak.

was. particulaly wworried about the

The Philippines.

NTING
IN THE PIIIUPPINES

i iigingto Kig &

THREE MONTHS LATER.
Well, three months came and
st and eventally

stretched to
efore word came that
e S ety ol

for inspecion... Of,

flew to Manila
The actual fuctory we were
working with!” Andy says, “was

Philippine capital near what
Force buse”
nercous and excited all at th
time. 1 knew that our Filpino frends.
could roucesome ot workbut
i relability could. also et you
oun’
Ancthe Brith expat who ve
and worked in the Philip
years sai it bes, Fope for
but prepare for e
Eventually, after what s
an_ctemity, the small

over to greet him, “Your tanks are
ready fo inspection sir!

SURPRISE! SURPRIS]

o d ol e, i
fo S, I g o ke o bow

b s okl
il Espetlly o e rce e e o
Grge to make eoo  small profi o T
‘Andy and Gordon studied the sample
dmade it of

When Andy stepped
oo R
si i p.“.m,,,,/,
i e |

st ol
“After so many hiccups and
disappointments it funtastic o be

corrections and other points of advice for
the Prlgpine s el
nextbach of m

also Vmw our m./m.w in them,
e niial order
o el e vy s
monts,

‘Andy moved slowly down cch
line scrutinizing, on his hands and
ke cachand every e

dy says, “the
R e e i
immaculateand.

§

to inspect and quality control them before

ross understatement.”
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‘

POLYSTONE is a unique blend of marble dust and polyresin.

Itis perfect for casting all kinds

s of mlpka o Yo cud B przsszd to find a cleaner, more

e in polystone.

Pm

e i e g o
including... Tiger Tanks!

Towais theend of 1957 o ol ootk o il et b pined
vt took placo that was to erally foy sodiers. One day i Satey
et the wold of fo sodiers _ corhing chngel.
ity i T i HONGKONG @ “q-

PREMIUM GIFTFAIR ‘=
Every

Ve
Here's how it

er and whie
Qe sbout

s the ity hosts dozens o consen:

* POLYSTONE
: BEWWIWII

was approvimately 132 in

nuh . o e, Sk
ey and o, A T
e of i my e, Ay sy 1,
e suised, the company sould
produce i lile makie st mliary
look-alike what could they do. if
provided wih wellesearched poo-
e s

v o Mimmdsand

Andy C. Neilon. Both his parents had
passed away within a few months of
50 oer and Horg Kong had st

and Miranda « then Managing
Director) were atending ,u,.» promium Gift Fair
looking to find more factories 1o produice

w MoverG o company the following day:
557 ot bee o o ySaE T ORI p.nlmuhr‘(phwl\rdm/\J

THE FIRST TWO PROJECTS
meeting the next day, in
g, Kong,offce, And

nd
Worid of the F he hundreds of
lBeren B e ot ey e slechin
of vintage-syle 1930's American automabiles

et e bk e air. Among.
war

Withtheaunchofthe “ARNHEM'44”

ot amoue e et i e
st el book and movi
Too i, AC hid uncovers a eaure

Ths ok g
dreww them to
ot they are

Andy thought and
Miranda's atention, I wonder
.

ooy mriedn W2 sred explining what e producs were

Subjects wha ere made of and... how much
Ay mald idy cxty on ot hey cotsormate. As st of i onvrsion
e it v ool was in \Awn.!umv Andy left the talking to
AR R T e el

ent Suddenty, his epes Tt Upre Wit s s

Gl ol e e i st

2 i,y ww’ oo cobbled
ogeibr with LS Aray Dodge Comnand Co
o similrinag

s, 35 he described it later, 3

cheaper (bt <t ot that coap)howwever
lightweight jep or Sherman tank did

enratumed o Crimafrimos 160 ke marand v Fom prisented
years of Bitsh ule... There were more  early morning.the pair had been walking. i with the first
AUS Shermen

g st g 6 Comout potntal allmetal R painied many ok In addiin o showing e
A oo o tond, sweat facurers Ailughihe hod ikedso ey shanghui cmpuny 135 e plasic
and tears o s el e prge L
company was wlYM AT B andreds prsent they b o ,w,.wm».‘m.nwmmwuy
oticed and recruita growing band of | noome who was cither interesied or, more  ehicles in approximately 132
Noyalcalcions el e 13 ol my\\Mn o p.mxmm it ey wm, e s the finished
world Two important factrs played i they were.
e T T g el
K&C had, finaly found its sy mecdium-sized booth n one of theless popular

wtually or

over cighteon

P— ..




monts..before
Summer of 1999
MICHAEL WITTMANN'S
TIGER 20:
F nally, early in 1999, K&C
began design work on their
first polystone model of a
(b=t the e s
greatest tank a
Waffen S5 Htmpfsmrmjuhnv
Michael Wittman
“This new tank would be their
st v model vt 1t wonld
feature boxesof shells and.
tion on top of the engine m.,.,\m,
it e

appeared i the

ment, a weathered *

and a standing fig
himself
A

andy akesu
el g i

send Hm" ,m. rwn apmoidisand
of au os o the reeont
e
Normal production
time for a tank like thi
90 working days. *

xe

is was about

says, “and asample o two 1o approve
bforefinalfullscale - production
began”

Bverytring would go relatively
smoothly uniess was some

e

“Nebody s o bt soeiing
is wrong”, Andy co “but
B A ey v

ket ogether with camouflage
pattern trousers. For the “winter
Tiger that was daptes o whie
Il trousers.
Collectors also ke

on a_limb. We were
ordering 700 in camoufag
sunmer version plus 300 in “winter-chite
So a few minor mistakes were casily
corrected and production went ahead.
Of this very fist polystone Tiger Andy

to know if

as wwe might the fuctory's sculptor just did
ot understand “how the real stuff was
ingle h.nu\i
Gt mall
Norman H\L\ge o Vil Byt
June 13,
e o
C ok scs pesonally dasroyed
between 23 and 27 British tank
well u~mulllyvh ot
sin” vehices.. ani
anl and even
R

applied”

However 35 far s the coll
public were concemed this e i
would do very iy thartiyou

Within 14 months ll 1,000 i
FRaie i) Wewe e e
breathed a huge sigh of relicf... at least
for alitle while.

Now, they thought.

SPECIAL NOT!I

hat's nest?

Included with Tiger 205 wasasingle figure

utMklml\\vl\mm»uhwm«-\! e

wnmer” Tiger Hauptsturmfuhres

s RO A ey
yle E

..




ing & Country's first polystone
‘Tiger 1 the company quickly Pk L
all over the world, who for one reason or another had failed to
ular Tiger 1 for their own collection.
placement of the halfbody figures. In
addition a three-colour late war camou-
flage scheme was agreed upon. Mostofthe
for the actual production of the fiom Europeand con ne
chileand is il carvig tht gain “Many f I
scheduled tobe done by the Shanghai  continues T
factory
Finally, a production-run quantity was
Ab(r\mm.wlwmllu\\ settled upon... 1000 velicles with no
arly decisions were winter version this time. At this point i
made Hnymvh\m"muu v carly 2001 this was the Jargostindvidual
fig alf bodies fak - purchase orde ever placed for o single
e b g ting in K&C's short histor 131t
and dealers”. Andly emphasizes
‘and the vast majority, I'm happ
g0. K&C decided to open the two : King & Country by say,arestillvi
S TIRED ove o) fotiase AR e

OMEWHERE N new TIGER Hark and '
NORMANDY a _ fighting Fallschirm-
er larks...lean, _jagerare on the loose
d looking for @

b
2 i and stalking an
Tt prey...King & m.y“..m
A oy powerful  Availa

b s ot ot

KING & COU




¥ THE END OF 2001, the

sight for the

had ensured that anly about

100 were st

=

.
was alo arour

Count

3 deison that

atsuctory o
growing and,
wanting 19 pro

* l DIFFERENTO
O KIND OF TIEEII

drdf e

i this time that

iry themselves came
was o hate

rapidly
at the e
oduce o much g

o the

and other dispay

incously, o of theis avourite
sculplors who had already been
at ane of K&C's &

nworking
facores decided they

aico heped tha their o jump

My,‘.mm o el T the \w.mm their
i efforts i

Country's figure s ant

oxtrard i AREy el and aminstion

'MOVING INTO ARMOUR

N tht he fgures e improvin i
ehic

These o0

ccall, “avre
fad m.‘r il
it e

) sy, di
“Afer ot
i fctr
firctly ok

voung sculptos”, A
partcularly w“..uy ,

i KEC on sewral of our
Pt e
in o loge Jfoctory
i cod G ahen
yand e
en’ it work at this
ry they contacted. KEC
ey could work
‘Andy Says.
switnply

Tor the sculptorsand el productiviy

lesaiso
ke hat maor e forvard

Althoughiniially happy  with the
Stangh prou .\\ ehing achics Andy
was PPy with that factory’s

“.u.) R e

/\y\muﬂh. e s b Andy s
Hong

nything that was
Sege, This e
oy il

nodelsall e e 1o w R it it
i

up to KeC's
\u\ym»,_ﬂmlm/\mlvdmu e the ymHtw
ith the two sculptors. Each itened intently

OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

uisny both s, e
ol K As

i e
buiding and making mode
tanks and shi:
Jeeted that they contact
immolincly
oface the

.
friend,
only was hea terific sculptor

was. figure pmmr and
.,m.m Py

i wagpine:
tured ot 10 be an amaring 1
Pureran e VI bt iecoan 10
wsallasa... T1G

‘Altough bosed on a Japane
platic ke A Cig had A.‘;.mww .‘
Konttaly il e

ad geans

Looking at display in
frontof i Ay g iy decde o
job of Mastr Velie

& stock and barrel to
by the lake
His first projct would be.
Wittmann’ ot
Narked o h il with henumber
07" this was the Tiger in which the
mst famous tank ace of WW2 would

Michae

Tiger,

Wiat about Al Cheng?” They said in

‘August, 1944 in
thefclds of Normandy.

T T—



Amother of Gondon Neilson’s special dioramas...
This oune 1vas originally comsteucted for the 2010
West Coast Tow Soldier Show in Irvine Ca.

Al the show it featured K&ECs latest British
paratroopers... owwever before that we decided
to showcase our very latest Tiger 1 in a town
setting alonguith some German soldiers and
a ferw of our upcaming civilian refugees,



The ariginal of this display is wow in the
callection of KEC's top collector in Holland.
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R

WITTMANN'S

caused quite a stir in the
world of toy soldiers when it
wasreeased latein 2002

A

elsouhere in s
ol

>|'un| mm.‘.\ LE
les associate u with Wit

it colccors. m iousy,
had pro

o
e
Tiger he fought in when fate

first Tiger
wholly dmlwut and sclpted by KiCo
udio. Many
i e
that would allow the company toincorporate
th et hat s prreisite for e
mockl nadionall e ank e s
Wit il od o be
g
All in all it M» a lit over e
months for the nd figures
e e
it s o

ensure that the color
heme V!hm- tone, late

3
mdndui he e e
"I 55 Leibstmdarte Adof Hiler
on the front hull of the tank. The,
final touch was a subtle weathering.
of the model to give an authentic
battlefild and battle-worn fnish.
DOUBLE SUCCESS
Atthetime ofisnrouctonin
the company modestly
i wv\lmmpmll
el
on n 2004 1t




surpassed the combined sales of
all previous Tigers!

The final number manufactured
was just over 2000 models sold
worlduwide... a record that was to

stand until aqualed by the company’s
other big cat... the Summer Panther
2)afew years .

WINTER SURPRISE

That, however, s not quite the end

diffeent paint scheme... ive brand:
ey figures.. very original packaging.
and...a “Strctly Limitd” release

8 AUGUST 1944

On that o dy, i
roop

was leading a troop of

5T - counceatock coa

wn and surrounding area
-, captured a few hours
carlier by Britsh and Canadian forces,

Wittmann was leading a group

e ot mands o one o
Firefles. One of the  rounds
el ve cppi ol
he Tigers own ammuniton. This
auesdafirs revhiconengled
he whole tank... within minutes
e
The few remaining_ German
faks the beata
hasty was retreat. This particular
ski s now over.
Lt did Hn B o ey
had kilkd

were burid in an unmarked grave
eside their wrecked tank. It was not
antl mery yers w in 1983, after

eral s that
(i el
i e was discovend
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ALTHOUGH VASTLY OUTNUMBERED by the Allied armoured JUST ONE CHOICE
forces in Normandy during June and July 1944, the T
than just hold its own against the “Tommics" and the “Amerikaners”  the conclsin that he oy Allod
" Just one Allied tank posed any kind of threat {0 the “big cats”...  tank capable of mounting such 3
ihe Sherman Fiefly e
e N S aadyinwide
B e e o e e s s e it
armoured fores vehice: The Beith by

‘_I

ger did more The British also rapidly

comparison were less confident knowing
only too well how the inherent weak
nesses of their own British-designed tanks

compard very unvourably agains he

armoured 1o protect their crows.
What the Nazis lacked in quantity
they certinly made up for in quality!

The Americans appeared to be
less worried about this inferiority

turret however would have to be
enlarged and  lengthened

and in use on the battlefield as a superb

accommodate such a large gun.
towed anti-tank weapon. i dsigners immdinily

ARG O THE JJJPJ 'r"ﬁ|

and replacements,could (and o

D060
red

D051 s
Churchill Tank et~

00116

Cromwell
MK Tank
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went to wors and
it wes e

o ey

LT ey of the
werful Sherman
Finfies in thele lnventory
SHARED KNOWLEDG!
Durg the entee devpmnt
S

e AT oo ek A

days  and
Weeks to follow in
the batle for Normandy
K&C BRITISH ARMOUR
Over the years, King & Country has
i e et o ol gt
collecton of Second World War armoured

on an carlier release (DDO4S) which

‘opposition it played a majr e

Guaris of e i i Amomd
Brigade and bore the
DKk
e
butnota ks wa he
armoured aa... our odel
O bt & Srdoen,

o the dvanage o the upgraded
even offered to

produce Firefls for the US, Forces

preparing for the invasion.

Sherman. They

Alas, perhaps for reasons _of
naona. i th Ameran Top
,\Mupnm.amm.pwm
o s
% i owe new 6t Gp g
Sherman o appear.
Sadly, hundreds of American ank.
e men peid o den price o
adopting the  ready-made  Briih
Finfy i time for D-Day and the

s migtbe crpeid oo ot g
number hay with
Toer of soim oseg MM A
models buil.
A me time the Al
have not been neglected and ai
impressive it of Alied armoue

et e Caraduatron
Manitoba Dragoons,

Our final British fank s stil in

ymd\lrlvm\anda!nad). big it with

tors... The “Cronaell”

ey ot

et e el s puied

the company among them a-u-rvl

itslch
of serous firepower. This partcular

On

s the “cclio Briich
M S "(DDOGS) manufac.
tured on behalf of K&C UK. This
partcular Sherman was based

pattf e Guards Arnpe Do

the Sherman

Firefly final \mmumlullnbamu
feld that, at long last, the

il tai trat ¢ muld uu e

ty Tiger.




KING & COUNTRY'S
STRICTLY - LIMITED

TUNISIAN TIGER

AKO39(SL)
DesertTiger Tank Sz

i only do that by being open
. ukomig o nco. bool ani
fresh,innos

T ke e e it
» that the best way they could show

N THE TWO YEARS since the release of the “Strictly Li
Winter Tiger (WS70SL) in 2005, some excitng developments had

taken place in the toy soldier world... v new T in o rsion
’ Oter cmpuneg o e qunkl\ that these new challengers had \, e P st T 2
e of King & Couny, o b et .t e same v, ol R
Bl in e proncit oF  Ielp KAC i i qualty of s bum w"
shiin

S e s most readerssready ko,
“Olviosly’, Andy C. Neson says the fist Tiges tion in
“many ofthes young mwwrmmuﬂmmm Rusia in lnte 1942, However it

el o e ot iUl oy ki R o Ty 1645 i
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o only desirable. s essental. Although force of Tigers attacked some

K&-C is still o major pioncer in he world of  forward _British positions.  The
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"33 gun. The it already
knew, only too well, the awesome
“kiling” power of this superb gun
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etilery ot et agina o
i havy fak o

it gun.
Rommel's 88 g
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those vehicles that were shipped to

into
North At el 156 traverse.
a realistc desert camou s RS
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sealing although this kind of provision in
the parched desert sands of North Africa  British
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June 1990, the tank was
or a major
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Along with the “Tunisin Tiger came of the tank. The Mayhch LI
a full S-man crew, dressed in tropical  engine. se
i e e et Tiger Il was installed, along witha

 Beinga Sty Linief” ose st 1250 modern firesuppressant ystem
e this special desert Tger belonged e en e, In

0 e Ao 501, th only Tiee it mber 200, was retumed
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IN THE MOVIES

VER THE YEARS Holly- ~ tsualy that meant taking reived or Peshaps the best (or o)

military  cxample of this was the 1965

R (o e el cinrama pi T Btlef e Blg”
slapping a German cross o —where relatively modern

Wood has made a legicn  cureent (o e fine)
“War”  movies
Specially about the Second  EYTL SRS S
World War... Some good.. tank, truck or half track!
some bad. ut most of them
ey nacmie—pariclay
LR =

ayi
el

To'be fi o the movie makers
st WW2 German equipment
(tanks, trucks, and. aircrat
scrapped  immediately
Moablie coused Wit e
remained found its way into muse-
ums or a few private collections
That posed major problems for
any movie men ying o replcate
Wz batisonthbig

e e
O o e e

savlnﬂ nwule van

i 137 Pt ek o e poni
Army were “redecorated” in grey as.
mitaton Penthers and Tigers
Althouigh most movie goers would
ot know the difference (or purhips
) tothemoremiiay minied
Viewer these abominations  we
Cieomaticare Hotoscl rightnaresl
Elsewhere however a few film
d tried their level
et replicate Aghting veicks that
atleastapproximated 10 the genine:
ones i their sory and movi.
“NIGHT OF THE GENERALS"
One such film maker was noted

producer/director Anaole Licak. His
197 movie is set in Poland and

4




France between 1943 and 1944
Peter O' Toole and Omar Sharif
wo  German

n officers
o s

St against the “backirp’ of
the Warsaw Jewish Uprising.
and D. Day.

During several scenes
Warsaw about a dozen “T.
tanks can be scen firing on

Buildings where Jewish fighters
are shelerng. Later, in France
before and afer D. Day
TRy pea e vt in the
background of several key scenes.
Tigers” director

To create the
Litvak had the movie company
purchase twelve obsolele Russian
T34 tanks from the Polish military
Then Hs st depurtnert created
fibre glass “shells” of Tiger tank
all and et that could slip
over the T34's. I

wealth of genuine WW2 tanks and
ehicles to play with... Dozens
authentic Shermans, M3 Half tracks and

what he really needed were fhree German
Tiger tanks and here’s why
Clint and his GI buddies learn of a

themselves.
three probienss... the

three Tiger tanks!
Director Hutton thought the Yugoslavs.
might just have three Tigers lying
araund—ater all they had all this other
great WW2 stuff. Sorry, they replied, we
bt e can supply you

Just one problem—actually
old is protected by

"

Ehan menboud 1/ SER
from afew years previously and got fo work.
Thi e e th T o

‘more pivoial ol n the movie.. They had to

onto the end of the Ta4's m
helping to create a rough approxi-
mation of the Panzerkampfungen
VL... Sadly filming was
compleied il of these N
were scrappes

"KELLY'S HEROES"

ove Tigers” made theis next
on screen appearance in director
Brian Hutiors mn blockbuster
Kelly's Heroes” Clint

ing
xS T
Yugoslavia director Hutton had a

had tobe much more exact and detailed.

dow
e Mt of the extenl
Russian armour was carefully removed.
e boaii o e e bl
the bare hull onto which was bolted and
welded a heavy steel Tiger look-alike

e T3#s own Russian turrets a
e
r turrets with fake
P e e
v ol vt l5c0™ et

would be virtually
oy G
conversions however

bestyet seen on the screen.

Tigers  appeared

Sold 0.2 collector in Hungary




A “Saving Pot. Ryan”

Tiger at the War & Peace show
in Beltring, England 2006.

It was to be over twenty five
years before another movie
maker required a few mean
looking “Tigers” to prowl around
his set... In 1996 director Steven
Spielberg was beginning the
preparatory stages for  his
ground-breaking D. Day epic
“Saving Pvt. Ryan”.

Filming was to take place in
England and Ireland in 1997.
Spielberg’s tale of a small patrol of
U.S. Rangers seeking out a lone
surviving American paratrooper
was to have its climactic battle in a
small village defended by the GI’s
against a combined force of
German Waffen SS and... a troop of
four Tigers!

Spielberg and his star Tom
Hanks, both serious WW2 buffs
knew that there were definitely no
“troops of real Tiger tanks” sitting
around waiting to be filmed so
they would have to employ a little
of that “movie magic” to create
what they needed.

Fortunately for Steven Spielberg
he had worked with a British
company before that had made all
kinds of weird and wonderful
props for his movies. The
company was run by an English-
man, Steve Lamonby, who had

“SAVING PVT. RYAN"

created and built both the experimental
German aircraft and strange hybird tank
that appeared in the Indianna Jones
movies.

Lamonby, a military vehicle collector
himself, was instructed to build two
imitation “Tigers” for the movie...
Although four were called for in the
script with careful editing and a quick
change of “hull numbers” director
Spielbelg could make two look like four!

This time Lamonby chose the later
T55 Russian tank for his Tiger conver-
sions. The older T34’s were now quite
rare themselves and were becoming
expensive collector’s items in their own
rights. Much too precious and costly to
bastardize just for a movie!

Following the “Kelly’s Heroes”
example Steve Lamonby’s team stripped
both T55’s down to their basics and
rebuilt them with completely new
all-steel Tiger hulls and full working
turrets. As an added touch these “Pot.
Ryan” Tigers had a historically correct
covering of “Zimmeritt” paste applied
before painting.

When fully complete this pair of
“Movie Tigers” were the most authentic
and realistic ones to ever appear at a
cinema screen near you.

Fortunately both survive to this day...
one remains in the U.K. whilst the other
was sold to an American living in

Photo courtesy of Jochen Vollert

Southern California.

Just a few years ago the author
of this article was forunate to see it
“live” at a battle reenactment
display near Los Angeles... The
sight and sound was both

awe-inspiring and jaw-dropping...
Just like a real Tiger!
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five more Tigers...
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s, mo e
how_good. they

are mechanically or
militarily, depend on
the quality and skills
of the crews who
operate them...

And Tigers were no
exception!
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Focke-Wulf Fw190

IN SEPTEMBER 1941 a
mysterious, radial-engined
Luftwaffe fighter appeared
Northemn
days it had
air from
it
Nirk - For 1
months it would dominate the
aerial battles over occupied
Europe like no o
pl It was the |
Focke Wulf Fu190,

WARBIRD SUPPLEMENT




SUPPLEMENT 2

FLYING LEGEND

WORK BEGAN on the Focke-Wulf Fw190 as
far back as 1937 when the Nazi Air Ministry
came up with a requirement for a “back-tp”
fighter plane to “supplement” the already
proven Messerschmitt Bf 109.

The aviaton frm of Focke-Wilf
waa! chosen o unerak’ the
project and it chief engineer, Kurt
Tank, was given' the task of e

coming up with a sucessul = iy

e . &,
[ e vl
&

It would take Tank and his ere were however a series of major the heavily-armed. Fw190's soon

et am ot e e inpevnonsns AT AT AN o priue TR

before el prolotype aitat rated no the design beors e airlt fe alike.. The “Wirger” o
y tobe et flown in a N

June 1939, four months ased  engin

e T e Wy e My

World War.

In July and August 1941 several
EARLYDAYS.. Luftwaffe squadrons operating in north- O previous o yea

R G . e TR SR iR
simple, straight forward lines and  schmitt 109° to the new Fiw190

exellent handling chasceristcs  With it superi S faster.. pa
impressed the Luftwaffe hierarchy.  maneuverabilt and high rate of climb  heavier punch... and dold. be
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ore adaptable for a varie
combat roles.

Unfortunately for the Germans
all of these practical strides
forward could not mask the huge.

the military initiative had moved
decsively in the Alles’ favour.
King & Country’ latest warbird

is a Focke-Wulf 190 A7 in the
distinctive markings of one of
‘Germany’s highest scoring aces.
. Our model repre-

fledgling airline Lufthansa as a commer-
cal pilot

e o o e e
against American bombers headin

{0 he Reicfs. cupia, Bl Wnen the Nacis came o power in
Wiy s i St down s 19330met i
7 “Tounderol” and. a four

foined el uln\ e and, o i \r.nmd
a bomber pilot bef: n o
s mvn’vml airerait. By thi ime
he knew that what he really wanted o fly
was... a fighter planel As fighter
pilots were the most sought-

engined B-24 “Literator” bomber.
These st o victims brought his  after posts in er s new
tally of “kill” o a staggering AL Gt (o s
one was fiercely competitve. It was not
LA until carly in 1989 that Hieine lly
7 wasbom i he sl
just_outside

S e i s
dvrs ety By airm
S
B o s s o September 15 s
termined to. join  Germany 36 Hauwk of France's “Ame de LAir

OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

ater during the Baltle of France in
May and June 1940 he added two.

In the Battle of Britain_that
followed he shot down ten Hurri
canes and Spitfre.

it was at this time that he
himself was shot down for the first

ON THE EASTERN FRONT

June 1941, following
@yt R

e
Cor v

rapidly grew to 60. In one day

Promotion followed.. by the
Autumn of 1941 he was

supporting the hard fight for the
Crinean Peninsula. Now his tally
stood at an amazing 103 enemy
aircraft




SUPPLEMENT

NORTH AFRICA
& THE MEDITERRANEAN
By e summerof 192277
0 another front.
Nt e and the Mot
nean. Here
e
Malts Tiniis nd L. 1t wss
here he  achieved his
Mooy vy s
ol grw 10179 in this theatre:
recommendation was
=8 Berin tat e hould be
awarded the “Ouklem:
i Dm0 1 Kotgaee
Cross.  Herma Coring
himself agreed o the first t
but denied the “dinmonds” as he
personally disliked Bir and held a
grudgeagainst i

f the Axis

3.
e st
sy r 0y nowa

), leading yet another Jagds-
Mmmm (JG1) in the desperate
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defence of the Third Reich itself against

combined 24 hour assaults of the

Royal Air Force and the ULS. 8th. Air Force
THE LAST BATTLES

As British and American bombers
continued fo hammmer it n-mnm
Bir's “Kill” total also grew.
1944 he re: 0
time he fl
Fw190'.. *

his last victim.
Thanderol

another P47
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His final wartime score was

20 enemy i B
and  Russan.

American This
e him i most
successful Luftwaffe “ace” of

“ill" lying the Me262 rank
him as the third highest jet
Jighterac” of e wr.
ally after surviving
more than 1,000 combet misin
in several difeent thesres of
4 Baiing out or m‘».,
nding on 5o less tha
oceasions and. Rvmg mumm 3
imes.. Heinz Bar was
B fins i vt st i
19570 A sad end to. great pilt!
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